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INTRODUCTION

Why We Are Called the Diamond City

Ask anyone who has lived in Joséke long enough and they will tell you, without hesitation, that this is the
Diamond City. It says so on the welcome sign on Route 11. It is printed on the letterhead of the Chamber of
Commerce. It appears on city vehicles, on the banners that line Council Street in the summer, and on the
sign above the entrance to Maidnach Memorial Park. The nickname is so thoroughly woven into the fabric of
daily life here that most residents have never thought to ask where it came from.

This publication exists because the question deserves a proper answer — and because the answer, as it
turns out, is more interesting than most residents expect to find.

The name has two origins, arrived at independently and at different points in the city's history, and together
they tell a story about what Joséke is and where it came from that either one alone struggles to carry on its
own.

“Every city has a name it calls itself and a name it earned. Joséke
earned both at once.”

The Office of Historical Records has compiled this document from survey records, incorporation filings, early
settler correspondence, geological reports, and the minutes of city council sessions dating to 1907. Both
origins are presented here — the one most residents know well, and the one time has quietly buried.

ORIGIN ONE

The Tilted Grid
When the federal land survey teams passed through Sagamore County in the late 1890s, they found the
terrain along the Sagamore River corridor more complicated than the standard township grid could
accommodate — the river bending unpredictably, the land rising and falling at angles that resisted orderly
division. The old Breakneck Railroad spur, already cutting diagonally across the territory by 1893, had
established a northeast-to-southwest corridor that any sensible town would orient itself around.
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And so when the settlement that would become Joséke was formally platted in 1906, one year before
incorporation, the surveyor on record — a man named Aldous Fenwick, originally of Muskogee — made a
decision that would define the city's character for the next century. He rotated the grid.

Rather than aligning the city blocks to the cardinal directions as was standard practice, Fenwick laid Joséke
out at a forty-five degree angle, every street running diagonally, every block sitting tilted against the land.
From above — as early aerial observers noted, and as the first federal aviation surveys of the 1920s
confirmed — the original city grid presented itself as a continuous field of diamonds.

“The blocks sit like a cloth thrown at an angle across the land. Every
intersection a diamond. Every street a rail.”

The decision carried practical weight beyond the aesthetic. A forty-five degree grid aligned the primary
thoroughfares with the Breakneck Railroad corridor, maximizing access to the rail line from every part of the
settled area, and the prevailing winds off the Sagamore River — running roughly northeast — traveled down
the primary streets rather than across them, a meaningful consideration in an era before mechanical
ventilation.

Fenwick's grid held, and the city grew into it over the following decades. The diagonal streets became the
character of the place — the way Joséke drivers learned to navigate differently than drivers anywhere else in
the county, the way newcomers always spent their first week getting turned around at intersections that
seemed to angle away from where they expected them to go, the quiet pride that came with mastering a city
laid out at its own particular slant.

By the 1920s, locals had settled into calling the place the Diamond City — half geographic description, half
civic pride, the shorthand of a town that understood itself as sitting at a deliberate angle to everything around
it.

The name was made official in 1931, when the Joséke Chamber of Commerce formally adopted The
Diamond City as the city's promotional slogan for the Oklahoma Centennial tourism campaign. It has
appeared on city documents ever since.

Aldous Fenwick's original survey plat, showing the rotated grid in full, is held in the Sagamore County Clerk's archive.
Copies are available for public review by appointment.

ORIGIN TWO
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Grove Quarry and the Diamond Creek
Settlement
The story most Joséke residents know — the tilted grid, Fenwick's survey, the aerial photograph — carries
only half the picture. The settlement that would become Joséke carried the diamond name before Fenwick
ever arrived, before the grid was ever laid, before the first incorporation papers were filed in 1907, and the
name it carried then was Diamond Creek.

The earliest settler correspondence recovered from the Sagamore County historical archive — letters dating
to 1887 and 1888, written by the families who first established homesteads in the southeastern portion of
what is now Joséke — refer consistently to their settlement as Diamond Creek, a name that came directly
from the quarry and the stones being pulled out of it.

“Found stones in the creek bed today that catch the light in a way I
have not seen before. Leland says they are not quartz. We have written

to Muskogee.”

— Letter, E. Crowley to her sister, September 1887

Grove Quarry — designated QS-0 in current SCTA records, a designation reflecting its status as predating
the standard county numbering system — was established in 1889 as a diamond extraction operation. The
stones found in the creek bed and the surrounding substrate were genuine industrial diamonds: small,
irregular, suitable for cutting tools and abrasives rather than jewelry, but commercially significant enough to
draw organized investment from interests in Tulsa and Kansas City.

The operation ran for eleven years before the accessible diamond-bearing substrate had been largely
worked through, at which point the quarry pivoted to aggregate limestone and gravel extraction — steadier
work, if less storied. By then the settlement had grown into something with streets and a post office and a
church and a general store, a community with enough density and permanence to begin thinking about what
it wanted to call itself officially.

When incorporation discussions opened in 1906, several names were put forward — Diamond Creek,
Fenwick's Crossing, Sagamore Falls, a name optimistic about a river with no falls to speak of — and the
council minutes from October of that year record a vote of eleven to three in favor of Joséke, proposed by
council member Harlan Reyes in honor of a settler family whose land formed the core of the original town
plat.

Diamond Creek became Joséke. But the quarry remained, and with it the memory of what had drawn people
here in the first place. The Diamond City nickname, when it emerged formally in the 1920s, carried both
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meanings at once — the tilted grid that Fenwick had laid out and the quarry that had made settlement
possible in the first place.

“We named the town after a family and the name after a stone. Both
have held.”

Grove Quarry continued aggregate operations until 2021, when extraction ceased following a
comprehensive environmental assessment. The quarry basin had been incrementally flooding since the late
1990s as groundwater levels rose in the southeastern district, and by the time operations wound down the
site had already begun its transformation into the substantial body of standing water it is today. Designated
QS-0 in county records — a notation reflecting its status as predating the standard numbering system — the
site is administered under separate county authority and remains closed to public access.

The flooded quarry sits at the southeastern edge of the city limits, a body of water that nobody has settled on
an official name for, dark-glassed in most seasons and catching the early morning light at angles that the
families of the Diamond Creek settlement would have found familiar — the same refraction, more or less,
that prompted the first letter home to Muskogee in the autumn of 1887, the same quality of light that gave
this city its name before it had one.

A NOTE FROM THE OFFICE OF HISTORICAL RECORDS

The two origins of the Diamond City name sit comfortably alongside each other. Cities tend to be named by
what they are built on and by how they are built — by the ground beneath them and the plans laid over that
ground — and Joséke happens to have both stories pointing in the same direction, toward the same word.

Residents and visitors who wish to learn more about the city's history are encouraged to visit the Sagamore
County Historical Society, located at the Town Hall Annex, or to consult the digital archive available at
joseke-ok.org. Records related to Grove Quarry's operational history and the 2024 environmental review are
held by the Sagamore County Clerk's office. Inquiries regarding the quarry site's current administrative
status should be directed to the Office of Special Projects via Form OSP-1.
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